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A JOY OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT! – DECEMBER 13, 2015 

A festive concert of Christmas music will be given on December 13, 2015 .  Groups of all 
ages will perform including choirs and bell choirs.  Come join us to celebrate the holiday 
season and sing some of your favorite carols as part of the concert!  There is no admission 
charge.  This concert is the music department's gift to the congregation, and the luncheon 
is a fund raiser.  A light lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall immediately following 
the 10:00 a.m. service, followed by the concert in the sanctuary.  The cost of the luncheon 
is $6 per person and $20 for an immediate family.  We hope to raise enough money to 
donate to the discretionary fund of the church. This fund helps families in need -            
especially during the Christmas season.  Please plan to attend and enjoy our gift to you.   
 

Christmas Pageant: December 20 

Chris-myth Buster by Dennis and Nan Allen 

Have you ever wondered why there are 3 wise men in the nativity? Or why  the 
birth of Jesus is celebrated on December 25?  Come hear the Christmas Pageant 
and we might bust some of these ideas. Everyone is invited to come to the    
Christmas Café on December 20 immediately following worship.  We are so       
excited to break some of the myths you might have about Christmas.  This year, 
we have 20 cast members with speaking parts plus the choirs. 
 

Christmas Eve Family Worship Service  5:00 p.m. 

The Innkeeper’s Wife’s Story 

Children are invited to dress as angels, shepherds, wise men, or animals to visit the 
manger during the telling of the Christmas story during the worship service.  Simple 
costumes will be available prior to the service in the atrium.  As the Christmas story is 
told, different groups of visitors will be invited to come  forward to the manger and 
take their places in the nativity scene. 

The Family Service will also include carols and the lighting of candles.  All ages are  
welcome to this 45 minute service. 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   10:00 p.m. 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

This candlelight service features our Chancel Choir and features harp and flute.  This 
special service is a reading of the scriptural lessons enhanced through music and 
Christmas carols  telling once again, the mysterious sacred birth of Jesus,  The Messi-
ah.  Please include this   service of worship as a part of your Christmas holy season of  
reflection and celebration. 
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Hearing the story again for the first time. 
 

Some stories breathe a life of their own seemingly never wearing out, but adapting to each 
new telling and hearing as if for the first time.  Recently I read about one of my favorite        
stories, The Wizard of Oz.  The article's author was telling the story of confronting his father 
feeling like, “Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz asking the Wizard to grant her request to go home.  
The Wizard says he will grant her request but she has to perform one task – 'bring me the 
broom stick of the wicked witch.' “ 

Dorothy sets out on the mission, however the story touches a much deeper issue that we all deal with. In  
order to get home she must face her greatest fears.  Of course she does not journey alone, she has friends; a 
cowardly lion, a brain-less scarecrow, and a heartless tin man, and her little dog  Toto!  What could be 
better? 

The issues for Dorothy are multiple and complex – aren't they always?  Confronting our fear intentionally is 
not something we often do outside of a therapist's office where we at least feel some sense of safety.        
Perhaps we could face our fears as a matter of our faith!? 

As I turned this new epiphany over in my mind I was reminded of the gospel stories of Jesus being “driven in 
to the wilderness” following his baptism by John.  Jesus is confronted by temptation in the guise of Satan.  
The temptations are common for each one of us:  Serve yourself using your gifts, talents and abilities to build 
your own empire.  Feed yourself if you are hungry!  “Eat” only the bread of a temporal existence, Satan 
tempts Jesus.  Focus your resources on yourself and this temporary life.  Worship all that is temporal, “Bow 
down and worship me” Satan says, “and I will give you all this.”  Showing Jesus the empires of the world.   

Jesus responds with words of faith and trust in all that is spiritual and eternal.  We do not nourish our self on 
bread alone – but on the Word of God.  In another gospel Jesus refers to himself metaphorically as “the 
Bread of Life.”  Jesus reminds us that God is central to all that exists and is the core of our existence.  Jesus 
reminds us that life on earth is limited, temporary and that there is a life beyond that is spiritual and eternal.  
Jesus' companion in adversity and fear is The Word of God, The Holy Spirit.   

Our calendar reminds us of the season of Advent; a time of reflection and alignment of our values and      
presence in the world.  It is also a reminder of God's promise fulfilled through Jesus Christ.  Let us give 
thanks! 

Love, 

Dr. J   

 

 

SIDEBAR 

A Stewardship Moment 

This year our Budget Committee was chaired by the Chair of the Stewardship Board of Ministry, Tim Burns.  
The Budget Committee was comprised of every Board of Ministry Chair and specific program ministry groups.  
The Board of Stewardship Ministry had the task of “selling” or communicating the budget necessary to     
continue the work of this church.  We also encouraged members to move to tithing a percent of their income 
to the work of the church, signing up for electronic giving (Electronic Funds Transfer) and increasing the 
amount given.  If you have not made a pledge to your church I encourage you to do so, and if you do not 
tithe I am asking you to begin.  I am thankful for the dedication and creative presentation of information 
through this year’s campaign and I pray that you will respond in a good way.  Thank you and may God bless 
you. 

Dr. John 
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SPIRITUAL PASTORAL CARE CORNER– A TESTIMONY 

One of our favorite verses in the Bible is Matthew 6:21: 

“Where your treasure is, your heart will be also.”  

We often think of that verse as we have coffee in the morning, talk about love, life and faith, and read our 

Bible together, for George and I are blessed to live right behind our beloved church.  We see the steeple in all 

seasons, and in early spring and winter we see the parking lot full of cars all day and most evenings.  We    

reflect on the inspiration of our church through its ministries, its boards and committee members and its   

individuals and staff that work so hard to share our church’s mission and vision within our community and 

surrounding communities, our nation and our world. As we look outside we thank the Lord for all His grace 

and blessings, our church, and all of His servants within and without the church.   

We feel our faith and spiritual growth has increased exponentially since we joined FCCT some sixteen years 

ago and we know it is because of our pastors, staff and members, and because of our church’s mission and 

vision.  Dr. John constantly encourages us to do more – to participate more, to pray more, and to follow Jesus 

more closely in all we do.  He gives us many opportunities and he definitely serves as an example for us.  By 

allowing me to be an occasional liturgist – an honor that still scares me to death --- I have the opportunity to 

delve into the readings; to study them and learn them on a deeply spiritual and emotional level, and to try to 

be a conduit of His word. That opportunity makes me doubly blessed.  Now, through Pastor Sarah and      

Wendy, we have an amazing, new way to serve, as Sunday school teachers for second and third graders.  We 

are so excited!  We love that Pastor Sarah and Wendy have brought new life and ministries for our children, 

youth and families, for they are our future! 

We know we need to praise God in a community; we need the fellowship and inspiration of our congregation 

and to hear our pastor’ sermons.  We NEED the First Congregational Church of Tallmadge.  Over the past few 

weeks we have had many prayerful conversations about our pledge for 2016. We are both retired now.  

George rose from impoverished beginnings and even as a young adult things were difficult for him.  He works 

hard to procure a safe financial future for us – really me, as the family spender.  We are fully aware of some 

of the problems aging can bring, and equally aware of the financial difficulties of starting a life after college 

and of raising a family. Yet in every conversation we have we acknowledge our life would not be the same 

without our church, our spiritual home.  This church lifts us and inspires us to be better people.  In the words 

of Chaitayna, we try to: 

“Pray not for wealth, pray not for honors, pray not for pleasure, even the pleasure of poetry.  We pray that 

during life we may have love: that we may have pure love to love Thee.” 

We have made the choice to increase our pledge, so that we:  

“… lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven, where neither rust nor moth destroys and where thieves do not 

break in and steal.”  Matthew 6:20.  Every dollar helps. 

Be blessed,  

Roberta and George Nehrenz 
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Hello Friends! 

November 29th marks the first week of Advent, those sacred weeks leading up to the birth of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ.  It is sometimes hard to fully grasp what Advent is. For children, Ad-
vent is the weeks in which they get a small present or chocolate out of a calendar until Christ-
mas day when they receive TONS of presents.  For others it is the weeks that candles are lit in 
church and in the home remembering the themes of HOPE, LOVE, JOY, and PEACE.  It is 
meant to be a time to reflect on the expected birth of our Lord, a time of anticipation, of the 
quiet before the great storm of celebration. It is meant to be a pregnant pause, in every sense of the word.   

Author of “Whistling in the Dark”, Frederick Buechner describes this season in such a wonderful way. Let 
me share it with you.   

The house lights go off and the footlights come on. Even the chattiest stop chattering as they wait in      
darkness for the curtain to rise. In the orchestra pit, the violin bows are poised. The conductor has raised 
his baton. In the silence of a midwinter dusk, there is far off in the deeps of it somewhere a sound so faint 
that for all you can tell it may be only the sound of silence itself. You hold your breath to listen. You walk 
up the steps to the front door. The empty windows at either side of it tell you nothing, or almost nothing. 
For a second you catch a whiff of some fragrance that reminds you of a place you’ve never been and a time 
you have no words for. You are aware of the beating of your heart… the extraordinary thing that is about 
to happen is matched only by the extraordinary moment just before it happens. 

Advent is the name of that moment. 

This time of waiting is just as important as the day of Christ’s birth itself.  These days allow us to think 
about what Christ’s birth means to us. Where would we be without Christ? Would we have the same      
relationship we now have with our Creator?  Would we know God’s love for us? Would we feel abandoned 
or alone without knowing that God walks with us and has also known what it is like to suffer, be betrayed, 
hurt, and feel pain?   

Christ’s birth brought light to a dark world. He brought hope to the hopeless. He brought love for all. He 
showed us a new way to live. He showed us that God really cares about us, no matter what our life          
circumstances are.  This is the joy that is found in Christmas.  A joy which encompasses so many things.   

When babies are born today they are a blessing. Babies bring hope because we can imagine the wonderful 
impact they will have in on the world. How many people will they bring a smile to? How many lives will 
they save? How will they change the world?  Each child born brings with them these questions.  And when 
we celebrate Christ’s birthday, we celebrate the life he lived, knowing how many people smiled in his  
presence, how he changed the lives of thousands during the days he walked this earth, and we certainly 
know how he changed not only the world, but OUR world.  During these next few weeks, may we take  
moments to think about how Christ has changed our lives and look forward to the day we celebrate his 
birth.   

                                                                                                            Blessings in Christ,  Pastor Sarah 
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High School Fellowship 

Middle School Fellowship Schedule 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

November 26 NO FELLOWSHIP 

December 3  Fellowship 

December 4  Help with decorating for Breakfast with Santa, 5-9 PM; pizza provided 

December 5  Help in the craft rooms with the children, 8:30- 11:30 AM 

December 10 Christmas Party- wear your favorite or ugliest Christmas outfit and bring a $5.00  
   gift exchange.  If you can bring a snack to share that would be wonderful too.   
 

December 17- January 7  NO FELLOWSHIP 

High School Fellowship St. Nicholas Day Party 

This year, we will have our “Christmas Party” on December 6th.  

Last year’s focus was on Epiphany as we learned about the      

traditions around the 3 Kings.  This year, we will focus on St. 

Nicholas, a patron Saint, who inspired the character we all know 

of now as Saint Nicholas or Santa.  

Please bring a white elephant gift (or a $5 gift) AND a drink 

or snack to share.   

December 6–  (4:00-5:30PM) St. Nicholas Day Christmas Party   

Bring a white elephant gift (or a $5 gift) and a drink or snack!  

December 13- (4:00-5:30PM) Games and Giggles  

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Please make sure you have the following dates on your calendar: 

November 23 @ 6-7 pm David Bacon, speaking parts 

November 30 @ 6-7 pm Fellowship Hall, speaking parts 

December 7   @ 6-7:30 pm   Fellowship Hall, speaking parts AND choirs 

December 14 @ 6-7:30 pm  Sanctuary, speaking parts AND choirs 

December 19 @ 10-12 am   Dress Rehearsal,  

December 20 @ 10 am   Pageant day, show begins around 11:30 AM 
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NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

The 4th & 5th grade Sunday School class is collecting the small bottles of 

soaps, shampoos, toothpaste, etc. that you get at a hotel when you stay; as well as 
toothbrushes, combs, brushes, and deodorant for the boys at Safe Landing.  There is a 
collection bin in the Atrium.  We will deliver them at Thanksgiving, along with a home 
cooked meal with desserts made by the class.   

We are also going to have a bin in November for our “Sunday Undies collection” to benefit The Haven of 

Rest.  Donations of new underwear, socks, t-shirts and bras of all sizes will be greatly appreciated and will be 
given at Christmas.   Thank you for your continued  support of our classes’ community outreach activities. 

Breakfast with Santa: December 5 

On December 5, Santa has agreed to come join us for breakfast.  We are so excited to 
have him come back again this year.  If you would like to come help that morning 
and be a part of a special day, please contact Christie Speicher or Cindie Ander-
son.  We also need MANY decorators on  Friday, December 4 from 5:00- 9:00 pm (we 
will buy pizza for a 6:00 dinner).  Then Saturday, we need crafter (youth) and kitchen 
help (adults).  Crafters will help from 8:30- 11:30 on December 5. 

2016 INTERGENERATIONAL MISSION TRIP! 

We have officially opened up our 2016 Youth Mission Trip to Adults inter-

ested in participating.   

We are inviting all adults who are interested in serving the Lord through basic 

construction and work projects to join the high school students this year. 

We will be going to: 

Henderson Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky 

June 12-18, 2016 

If you are interested in joining us there will be a meeting on December 6th 

at 9:15AM in the Fellowship Hall.  

Please see Pastor Sarah if you have any questions. 
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CALLING ALL INSTRUMENTALISTS! 

 If you play an instrument and would like to get together to play a couple of carols for the      

December 13th Christmas Concert after church, please contact Nancy Lynn Robinson at  330-

714-5240.  This is not a lifetime commitment, but a chance to have fun playing for our            

congregation.  Please consider getting together for some creative music making! 

 To  Middle school  church goers, 6th-8th grade, and their parents: 

The Board of Music Ministry has been asked  to provide a choir for 6th grade 

through 8th grade.  We are following up on this request to ask for those who are 

interested in being part of the Middle School choir to contact the church office.  We want to gauge the      

interest and plan accordingly to get this new choir  started  before too much of the school year is 

gone.  Please leave your name and contact  information with the church office.  Phone number 330-633-4931 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Announcement: Annual Meeting: 

The 2015 Annual Congregational Meeting of The First Congregational Church of 
Tallmadge will be held Sunday, December 6, following the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  
The purpose of this meeting is to approve the Budget for 2016.  Your attendance is 
greatly appreciated as a quorum is required.   

December Congregator’s luncheon will be December 1st at  The Hartville Kitchen at noon.  Anyone 

who wasn’t called can contact me at  330-633-8180.           Thanks…Carolyn Villers 

                               Women's Fellowship Holiday Luncheon for EVERYONE

    

Thursday, December 3rd

                                12:00 - 2:00

                                Akron Woman's City Club

                                732 W. Exchange St.   Akron, OH
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     Yarning for Peace 
.

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 News from Family Promise: 

October 11th was our week of hosting with Northwest Church. (with  tremendous help from Bill Newlon 
and John Lindensmith, who took over some of my duties while Jim was in the hospital)  The week went 
very well.  Our wonderful volunteers were, Marilyn Wade, Ken Caldwell, Scott Kemph, Ron/Hope 
Mitchell, Linda Kester, Sharon Bible, Susan/Dick Schunk, Janet McCaulley, Diane Galloway, Yvonne 
Larson, Mindy Hill and Jim/Betty Cottrill.  They always do such a very good job.  Thanks again to     
everyone. 

We had 4 families- 4 adults and 11 children ranging in age from 6 to 14.  The were very nice families. 

Family Promise is in need of some supplies:  paper towels, toilet paper, facial tissue, Lysol spray disin-
fectant and cleaning products (Windex, cleanser, wipes & etc.), Laundry detergent (powder only), fabric 
softener sheets, dish soap for hand washing dishes, and bleach.  They can also use things for the 
kitchen such as Pots and Pans.  Silverware, kitchen utensils and other household items are wanted to 
give to the families when they secure housing.  There will be a blue container by the Welcome Center 
with Family Promise on it, for your contributions.  Thanking you in advance for helping Family Promise.   

May God Bless everyone who helps in anyway  the families of Family Promise.  Also thanks to the   
people who signed up on Social Action Sunday to help with Family Promise, we appreciate you!  Our 
next hosting is the week of January 3, 2016, so I will be calling you.   THANK YOU! 

If you have any questions, please call Betty Cottrill 330-923-8517. 

 Hearts In Service has provided an updated list of FCC Shut-In     
Members for card sending  by church members.  The upcoming       
holidays would be a great time to remind our shut-in members that we 
do think of them and miss them.  You can find the list in the office 
work room next to the mailboxes.  Look for the red folder in the lower 
wall pocket that holds the list with the most updated addresses we 
have available. Please make note of the address of your special church 
friend(s) that are now shut in.  Thank you . 

Note from WJHM: 

On Sunday November 29th, we will be honoring those who serve in our military. If you have any updates 

to our list, please submit changes to acwjhm@gmail.com prior to 11/22/15 for publication in the bulletin. 

We will be accepting donations of retail, restaurant and gasoline gift cards ($5,$10,$20 denominations) to 
fill holiday stockings in sponsorship of Freedom House in Kent and Valor Home (shelters for homeless 
veterans) in Akron for the holiday season.  Each gift card will represent an individual or organization that realizes the  
struggles our veterans are going through and the progress they are making rebuilding their lives.  You may purchase your 
gift cards on Sundays in the atrium and place your donation in the WJHM mailbox in the church office at your conven-

ience.  We will continue to collect donations through December 13th. 

Thank you for your generosity,      WJHM 

mailto:acwjhm@gmail.com
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NEW MEMBERS BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Brad Ashley 

Noreen Ashley - 

 

Nancy Holzwarth 

Frank Heerema

Robert and Linda Mayfield

Carolyn Neidert  

 

Amy Sledzik 

Jeff Thompson 

Jeff The Plumber
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Dear Church Members & Friends - 
Thank you for the generous gift honoring Pastor Appreciation Month in October.  The gift will 
be put to good use toward a short family vacation at Christmas which includes children and 
grandchildren!  Our 15 years together has been a deepening relationship and appreciation of 
what it means to be The Body of Christ.  We care about one   another and I am truly blessed.  

Thank you too, Gary Myers, for being a tremendous support over the years and for the kind words on        
Sunday, October 25th.       Dr. John 

Board of Stewardship: Pledge Campaign Update 

Dr John Schluep reminded us recently that pledging to the church is not so much a 

donation to a charitable organization, as it is a commitment to following Jesus 

Christ.  

Our goal is to insure that we pledge to meet our 2016 planned budget of $526,600 and approve that 

budget at a Congregational Annual meeting held on:  Sun, Dec 6th after the 10:00 AM Service 

As of Sunday, Nov 15, 2015, we have 131 pledges submitted for 2016 totaling $256,098 (an average of 

$162.91 per month) 

If you have pledged already, thank you!   If you haven’t yet pledged please pick up a pledge card at 

church or notify the church office regarding your pledge. If you give electronically please consider 

increasing the amount (our finance office would be happy to help with you with this).  

 

Nov.10, 2015 at Executive Council, we voted to do the following: 
 

 Develop a 2016 balanced budget without relying on our meager Reserve Fund of money at the end of 

2016, since for the last 5 years we have run deficits averaging $21,000/year and we cannot continue 

at this pace.  
 

 In the event that pledges fall short, prepare multiple scenarios to reduce the $526,600 in different ways 

to match up with what is pledged.  

  

We truly believe that we have the resources to meet our budgeted goals and that we can 

pledge to meet those plans for 2016.  We cannot do this without your help.  Please help us to 

reach our goals. 

Pledge Amout

(Per Month)

2014-5

# of 

Pledges

 2014-15

Yearly Total 

2016

# of 

Pledges

 2016

Yearly Total 

$0-$25 14 3,288.00$         8 1,788.00$         

$25-$50 17 8,976.00$         16 8,062.00$         

$51-$75 18 13,680.00$       12 9,390.00$         

$76-$100 34 38,039.88$       22 25,100.00$       

$101-$150 35 55,844.04$       28 43,392.00$       

$151-$200 19 41,719.92$       10 21,060.00$       

$201-$250 12 33,900.00$       11 30,624.00$       

$251-$300 10 34,058.04$       8 28,194.00$       

$301-$350 5 19,338.00$       6 23,488.00$       

$351-$400 8 38,040.00$       2 9,600.00$         

$401-$500 3 16,536.00$       3 16,160.00$       

$501-$600 0 -$                 2 13,240.00$       

$601-$700 2 15,600.00$       2 15,600.00$       

$701-$800 0 -$                 0 -$                 

$801-$900 1 10,080.00$       1 10,400.00$       

# of Pledges: 178 329,099.88$     131 256,098.00$     

Monthly Average: 154.07$            162.91$            
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        To Our Friends and Loved Ones, 
During this difficult time when Ruth was called home to join the ranks of God’s Angels, we have 
been blessed with your Love, phone calls, cards and outstanding hospitality.  Our family enjoyed 
the many dishes of food and bakery items.   
Dr. John, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for being with us during this very difficult 

time.  Your presence and prayers were comforting.  Pastor Sarah we thank you for your visit with Ruth and your 
comforting prayer.  To the entire congregation and staff, we thank you for your prayers and the outpouring of love 
that is the signature of this congregation.  Ruth will live on in our hearts as we remember her many ways of          
expressing her love, concern and gentle smile to all she knew.  God Bless you always and in all ways,  Angus 
 
Dr. John, Pastor Sarah, Yarning for Peace and church members: 
Thank you for your prayers, cards and calls during my recent surgery.  The support you gave me sure helped to get 
through this unexpected event.  Dr. John and Pastor Sarah’s visit were uplifting and  appreciated by my family as 
well.  The prayer shawl was put to use right away in the hospital.  Also a special thank you to Nancy Robinson and 
the choir for checking on me regularly.  I am so fortunate to be part of a fantastic congregation!  Al Lytle 
 
WNI AND WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP BAKE SALE NEWS! A big "Thank you" to everyone who provided and purchased 
items at this year's Bake Sale on October 25th.Together we collected $742.00 which will be given to the "Raise the 
Roof" campaign. The donations of food items, the help selling, and the wonderful customers were all greatly        
appreciated. 
 

Dear Friends of OPEN M,   On behalf of the OPEN M team I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank 
you for your gift of $300.  We are so fortunate to have you working with us to make a difference in the lives of    
children and families.       Sincerely, Dottie Achmoody MPA  CEO 
 

Dear Friends,  We are sincerely grateful for your faithful support of Haven of Rest Ministries.  Your recent gift of 
$300 could not have come at a better time.  We are giving thanks to God for His provision through generous friends 
like you!  Sincerely,  Rev. Jeffrey A. Kaiser,  Executive Director 

 

Rake and Run Thank yous 
We had a great Rake and run and I want to thank everyone who took part.  It 
was the best rake and run yet.  We had 70 people helping as we raked 6 yards 
in 2 hours.  You were an amazing crew- all of you!   Wendy Brown 
 
Dear Wendy, 
How fun it was to see all the young, smiling faces so busy   raking the leaves 
on my property!  Thanks to you and the  parents for being involved with the      
future of our church.                      
God’s blessings to you all.  Theresa Heaton 
 
Dear Wendy, 

Thank you for asking to Rake & Run at my home and my neighbors home last Sunday. I was truly overwhelmed and 
amazed at what happened last Sunday.  You told me that there were 60+  people, youth and adults that came to 
rake.  We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful outreach program and people who are willing to participate.  I 
offered something in return and was told nothing was needed.  The best part was they did it for the fun of it!  The 
city came today and took the leaves.   Thank everyone for us, in appreciation, Jim& Elaine Engle. 

 

Dear Wendy and all,  Thanks so much for raking my leaves.  I couldn’t have done it myself.  Nancy Buhl 
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Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian Belisle 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Sarah Christman 
Jean  DeWitt 
Esta Eriksen 
Sue Gasaway 
Deanna Getowski 
Sherry Soppi– Gron 
Jack Gron 
Joan Haby 
Joe Kainrad 

Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Al Lytle 
Bobby Manley 
Donna Marlow 
Fred Mong 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s Moth-
er) 
Gary Rambler  
Tom  Saal 
Lyn Sax 
Betty Schoffman 

Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Ken Speicher 
Charles Stayshich 
Ermon Thrasher 
Betty Vestal 
Don Woerz 
Steve Wood 
Donice Wooster 
Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Prayer chain members & those who 
need our prayers 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns and   celebra-
tions.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing it in the offering 
plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call   Dorothy Taylor at 
330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Condolences:  

Deepest Sympathy to David and Jackie Parker on the loss of David’s sister, Sharon.   Sharon passed away 
on October 19, 2015.  A memorial service was held on October 23, 2015 in Bowling Green, OH.  Rev.     
David Parker officiated. 

Deepest sympathy to Pat Woodling  and family on the loss of husband, father and  grandfather, Jim .  Jim 
Woodling passed away  on November 1, 2015.  A memorial service was held on November 6, 2015 at 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge,  The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated. 

“Helpful Hints for Holiday Hurts “  sponsored by The Grief care Place 

These sessions are designed for adults who have experienced the death of a loved one.        
Ideas and materials for encouragement and support during the holidays will be provided. 

 

Led by:  Lou– Ann Redmon, Founding Director & Bereavement Facilitator and Christine Reinhard, Program Director 
& Certified Grief recovery Specialist 

Christmas Hints:  Tuesday, December 8, 2015   7-9 pm 

To be held at Faith Fellowship Baptist Church Auditorium 
4872 Darrow Road, Stow, OH  44224 

 

Please RSVP via email griefcareplace@att.net or call 330-686-1750 by December 1st. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://fbcdn-photos-h-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-xpf1/v/t1.0-0/s480x480/11836631_870307299672648_6043722189890314634_n.jpg%253Foh%253Da2647f2caf951e560b879460d68de820%2526oe%253D56946043%2526__gda__%253D1453423358_1f07
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Raise the Roof 

Are you a “glass half full” or a “glass half empty” kind of individual?  Someone recently asked 
why we had not put an end date on our fund raising campaign.  We felt like we had since we 
stated at the onset that we hoped to have the new roof installed prior to the start of bad 
weather.  Unfortunately, that time of the year is here and we do not have the new roof.        
Fortunately, as the eternal optimist, I am a “glass half full” kind of individual.  Additionally, I 
have faith that our congregation will come through on this very important project. 

It is imperative that we continue our fund raising until we can cover the entire costs associated 
with this project.  These special project fund raisers will continue to be necessary until annual 

offerings rise to a level to adequately offset the costs associated with providing the broad scope of services that we 
offer.  

As we enter the holiday season, and give thanks for all the many blessings that we enjoy, please include our house 
of worship in your prayers.  This is a joyous time of year as we celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas with our   
family and friends. 

The Board of Trustees and the Board of Stewardship would like to wish each and everyone a Happy Thanksgiving 
and a very Merry Christmas! 

Members of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Stewardship will be available by the Raise the Roof display  
following each Sunday church service to answer any questions you may have. 

Richard P. Thomason, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Tim Burns, Chair, Board of Stewardship   

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

General Operating Fund Note:  During October, 2015, receipts of $39,353 were $3,752 below the monthly budget.  
Actual expenses for October were $42,430 leaving a deficit for the month of $3,077 and a year-to-date deficit of 
($30,448).  Operating expense is $7,400 below budget year-to-date, which is good news, however, operating reve-
nue is now ($38,000) under budget, primarily due to the level of Faith Offerings.  Our cumulative Operating Fund 
Deficit sits at ($58,210.50).  Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals 
and to pre-arrange regular purchases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  
Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  

What you may not see in the Operating Fund statements is that they really tell the story of our many Church minis-
tries.  Worship, Christian Education, Visitation, Life Journey, Music, Family, Women’s and Men’s Fellowships and 
WNI and   Social Action/Outreach are really where your Faith Offerings are spent.  Where do our ministries fit in 
importance in your life? 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

November 29   Dr. John Schluep 

December 6  Dr. John Schluep 

December 13  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

December 20  Dr. John Schluep 

December 24  Rev. Sarah Courtney, Dr. John  Schluep 

December 27   Rev. Sarah Courtney 

November 29  Stephen Ministers 

December 6 Don & Judy Woerz, Vic & Bev Green 

December 13 Dave & Joni Peters, Keith & Marilyn Johnson 

December 20  Jim & Betty Cottrill, Don & Glenna Simmons 

December 24 5 pm Cindie Anderson, Kathy & Carl Buser   10 pm Guy & Stephanie Joyner, Roger & Sue Lyons 

December 27  DeWayne & Connie Liston, Don & Judy Woerz 

     Altar Flowers 
November 29  

December 6 Ann Minar 

December 13 Judy Peverall 

December 20 Poinsettias  

December 27 

November 29  Fred & Annette Pedersen, Jim & Kendal Taylor 

December 6  Tom & Linda Jones, John & Wanda Strott 

December 13 Guy & Stephanie Joyner, Jane Huffman 

December 20 Mark & Leslie Bowers, Dianne Drummond, Mike Carter 

December 24  5pm - Jack & Helen McKee, Kristin & Chuck Lally, 10pm - Larry Robinson, Pat Kemph, Scott Kemph, Jane Huffman 

December 27   Dave & Joni Peters, Christie Speicher, Sara Speicher 

USHERS 

October 18 
8:30 Worship 43 
10 Worship  255 
 
October 25 
8:30 Worship   47 
10 Worship    265 
 
November 1 
8:30 Worship 59 
10 Worship  235 

November 8 
8:30 Worship  46 
10:00 Worship  242 
 
November 15 
8:30 Worship  49 
10 Worship    227 

Remember to     
recycle your old 

cell phones, IPODS 
and PDA’s.  The 

box is in the       
Atrium Coatroom. 

Acolytes 

November 29  Hannah Carlton, Katie Lally 

December 6 Jack-Henry Blasdel, Alex Peters 

December 13  Nick Joyner, Riley Williams 

December 20  Ryan Heerema, Morgan Heerema 

December 24 5pm  Laney Lucas 

December 27  Ryan Heerema, Morgan Heerema 
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December 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 30 

6– Pageant Prac-

tice 

 

7 pm. Heritage 

 

1 
7 am Bagnoli Bible 
Study                  
12:00 Congregators 
2:00 pm Sr. Advis. 
7 pm All God’s     
Children 
7 pm Budget mtg. 

2 
9 am Quilters 
 
6:30 Stephen 
Ministers –DB 
 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 

3 

12-2 WF Program & 

Lunch 

1 pm Golden Tones 

6 Middle sch.      
Fellowship 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

4 

 

 

5 

9 am Break-

fast with 

Santa 

 

 7 
6– Pageant Prac-

tice 

6:30 Stephen Min-
istry  
 
7 p.m. Heritage 

 

 

  
 

8 
 7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
6:30 Board Meetings 
7:45  Exec. Council 
 
 

 
 

 

9 am Quilters 
 

2 pm Stephen 

Leaders 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

10 

1 pm Golden Tones 

 

6 Middle sch.      
Fellowship 
 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
 
 

11 

Herald Deadline 

 

 

12 

 

 14 

6– Pageant      

Practice 

6:30 WNI Christ-

mas Program 

7 pm Yarning for 

Peace 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

15 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
6:00 pm Card 
Making/Stamping 

16 

  9 am Quilters 

Herald 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
6:30 Stephen 
Ministry 
 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Chancel Choir 
 
 

 

 

18 

12 AARP 

19 

10 Pageant 
Dress Re-
hearsal 

 21 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

 

22 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

 
 
 
 

23 
9am Quilters 

 

6:30 Chancel 
Ringers 
 
 

 

24 
 
 
5pm Family Service 
 
10 pm Candle light 
service 
 
 

25 

Merry Christmas 
 
Office Closed 

26 

 

 28 

7 pm Heritage 

 

29 
 
11 am Alzheimer's 
support 

30 
9 am Quilters 
 
 

31 
New Year’s Eve 

1 Office Closed 

Happy New Year 

2 

 

29 8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

 

 

 

 

6 8:10 prayer grp. 

8:30 Worship 

8:30 New mem-

bers 

9:15 Adult Mission 

Trip meeting 

10:00 Worship 

11- Annual 

Meeting– Budget 

4 High School  

6 p.m. WJHM 
 

13 8:30 Worship 

8:30 New Mem-

bers 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Lunch & 

Christmas Concert 

4 pm High School 

Fellowship 

 

20 

 8:30 Worship 

9: Sunday School 

10:00 Worship 

11:00 Christmas 

Pageant 

6 p.m. WJHM 

 

27  

10 am  ONE        
WORSHIP SERVICE 
Service of Carols 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Coordinator / Secretary                  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Communications Coordinator/ Admin. Asst. bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: November 18, 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

